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01 News and 
Upcoming Events 

To mark the 7th Space Day of China, the International Forum on Aerospace Education & 

the Belt and Road Aerospace Innovation Alliance (BRAIA) 5th Anniversary Conference 

was successfully held, concluding on April 22. Prof. Zhang Weihong, member of the 

Chinese Academy of Sciences and Vice President of Northwestern Polytechnical 

University, Ms. Feng Chunping, Vice Chairwoman of the Governing Board of the Chinese 

Society of Astronautics (CSA), Mr. Liu Baoping, Deputy Director of the Shaanxi Provincial 

Government Education Department, Ms. Jiang Hui, Counsellor of the China National 

Space Administration to Russia, and Ms. Yu Qi, Secretary-General of the Asia-Pacific Space 

Cooperation Organization (APSCO), attended the meeting and delivered speeches. The 

conference was presided over by Prof. Zhang Fuli, Director of the Office of International 

Cooperation and Dean of the International College at Northwestern Polytechnical 

University (NPU).

International Forum on Aerospace Education & the Belt and 
Road Aerospace Innovation Alliance (BRAIA) 5th Anniversary 
Conference Successfully Held
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Prof. Zhang Weihong delivered a welcome 

s p e e c h  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  P e r m a n e n t 

Secretariat of BRAIA, NPU. He highlighted 

the fact  that  BRAIA aims to promote 

universities, research institutes, academic 

organizations and enterprises in the 

international space field in order to fully 

play to their advantages. With the joint 

efforts of all members, BRAIA’s mechanisms 

for development, issue resolution strategies, 

and levels of communication and exchange 

have continuously improved. Prof. Zhang 

expressed that BRAIA should continue 

to promote cooperation in education, 

science and technology, promote the 

s h a r i n g  o f  h i g h - q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n a l 

resources, and strengthen cooperation and 

exchange with well-known international  

university alliances.

Ms. Feng Chunping, Mr. Liu Baoping, Ms. 

Jiang Hui and Ms.Yu Qi praised BRAIA’s 

achievements and expressed their hopes 

for the further development of BRAIA. Mr. 

Chen Jun from NPU delivered BRAIA’s 

work report, comprehensively summarized 

BRAIA’s achievements over the past five 

years,  and put forward the all iance’s 

development plan for the next five years. 

Representatives of BRAIA members and 

international organizations, including the 

UN Office for Outer Space Affairs, attended 

the meeting as well.

During the meeting, BRAIA established a 

new North America Regional Development 

Center, CETYS University, and welcomed 

three new official members, the Wenchang 

International Aerospace City Administration 
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Bureau, Shanghai Aerospace Equipment Manufacturing Co. Ltd. and Beijing Commsat 

Technology Development Co. Ltd.

On behalf of ACNET-EngTech, the Permanent Secretariat for the Chinese side expressed a 

sincere wish for the continued success of BRAIA on its 5th anniversary and the hope that 

BRAIA and ACNET-EngTech will join hands to further boost education cooperation and 

research collaboration between China and ASEAN countries.

The Belt and Road Aerospace Innovation Alliance (BRAIA), established in 2017 in the 

city of Xi’an, was initiated by Northwestern Polytechnical University (NPU) and the 

Chinese Society of Astronautics (CSA). BRAIA’s mission is to enhance international 

cooperation in aerospace technology and its applications. BRAIA’s focus is to promote 

substantial cooperation among BRAIA members in the fields of talent cultivation, 

scientific research, technology development and application, etc. In 2021, BRAIA’s work 

was included in the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation Dakar Action Plan (2022-2024)  

and in China’s Space Program: A 2021 Perspective. BRAIA currently has 74 members 

from 22 countries spread across 6 continents. It has held 33 large-scale cultural, 

scientific and technological exchange activities, from which more than 4500 teachers 

and students have directly benefited.
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Over the past several months, ACNET-EngTech members have had more frequent 

interactions than ever and carried out many activities, including academic lectures, 

student competitions, training courses and online seminars.

Among them were two online meetings, one between Tianjin University and 

Chulalongkorn University and the other between Tianjin University and Universiti Malaya. 

Unlike academic seminars, these two meetings focused on joint plans for expanding 

cooperation in various disciplines. The meetings produced a multitude of favorable results.

Online Cooperation Meetings Between  
ACNET-EngTech Members Successfully Held

On December 9, 2021, Tianjin University and Chulalongkorn University held an online 

meeting. Participants included representatives from the School of Architecture, School of 

Science, School of Chemical Engineering and Technology, College of Intelligence and 

Computing, School of Marine Science and Technology, Medical College and Office of 

International Cooperation at Tianjin University, and representatives from the Faculty of 

Medicine, Faculty of Science, Faculty of Engineering, Faculty of Architecture and Office 

of International Affairs and Global Network at Chulalongkorn University. Dr. Zhang Zhen, 

Director of the TJU Office of International Cooperation, and Dr. Ram Piyaket, Director of the 

Office of International Affairs and Global Network at Chulalongkorn University, co-hosted 

the meeting. Around 40 representatives from both sides took part in the discussion panels 

on various disciplines. 
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Regarding the discussions’ outcomes, two universities signed an MOU and exchange 

student agreement and agreed on further cooperation in faculty exchange, academic 

seminars, research collaboration, etc.

On March 8, 2022, Tianjin University and Universiti Malaya held an online meeting. 

The participants came from the College of Management and Economics, School of 

Materials Science & Engineering, School of Precision Instruments and Opto-Electronics 

Engineering, School of Mechanical Engineering, Institute of Disaster Medicine and Office 

of International Cooperation at Tianjin University, and from the Faculty of Business and 

Economics, Faculty of Science, Faculty of Engineering, Faculty of Medicine, and Office of 

International Cooperation at Universiti Malaya. Over 20 participants separated into groups 

to discuss cooperation opportunities and plans. As a result of the meeting, two universities 

signed an MOU and an exchange student agreement, and reached a consensus regarding 

various ways in which faculties and schools from both sides would cooperate, especially 

in research collaboration, scholarships for faculty and student exchanges, online courses 

and paper publication. 

The above two meetings were the outcome of the continued development of ACNET-

EngTech and the deepening relationships between its members. ACNET-EngTech 

advocates that each member promote exchanges and communication with other 

members, taking advantage of the education resources and research capabilities of all 

members to make progress in education quality and scientific research outcomes.
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On February 24, XuetangX, a MOOC platform in China, and Indonesia’s 

national online education platform held an online education cooperation 

agreement signing ceremony. According to the agreement, XuetangX, in 

conjunction with 18 Chinese universities, will offer 60 high-quality MOOCs to 

Indonesian university students for the sake of online learning.
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South China University of Technology Offers 
3 MOOCs to Indonesian Universities 

Of the 60 courses, the following 3 will be provided by ACNET-EngTech 

member, the South China University of Technology (SCUT): Calculus by 

Professor Deng Xue from the School of Mathematics, Food Biochemistry by 

Professor Ren Jiaoyan from the School of Food Science and Engineering,  

and Computer Networks by Associate Professor Wang Haoxiang from the 

School of Computer Science and Engineering. These 3 courses were first 

launched globally in 2020 on international online learning platforms such as 

iCourse and XuetangX.
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02 ACNET-EngTech
People 

Long: How did you learn about Tianjin University and come to 

choose it for your undergraduate study?

Timothy: In high school, my mom and I had the biggest dream, 

that is for me to study abroad. At first, I didn’t have a specific 

country in mind. My mom and I worked together to find a country 

that suited my interest in chemical engineering. China quickly 

became one of my top preferred destinations, because of its 

developments in engineering technology, research, university 

quality, etc. 

But China has so many universities. So I first determined the 

standards that I preferred to have from universities with a 

set of pertinent factors, including teaching method, scholarships, and engineering 

standards, and made a long list comparing many universities. Finally, I chose the 

chemical engineering program at Tianjin University for several reasons. First of all, 

chemical engineering education at TJU has obtained international accreditation and 

been responsible for a number of achievements, which ensured that my courses and 

With the increasing exchanges between China and 

ASEAN countries and the launch of the ASEAN-China 

Young Leaders Scholarship program, more and more 

students from ASEAN countries have come to study in 

China. Timothy, an Indonesian student, is one of them. 

He became a student at Tianjin University’s School of 

Chemical Engineering in 2020 and has thrived both 

inside and outside the classroom.

An Indonesian Student’s Study Experience at TJU

In June 2022, Long Jinyang and Li Yuchen, two student ambassadors from the Office 

of International Cooperation, and Timothy, a student ambassador from the School of 

International Education, conducted an online chat in which Timothy shared his feelings 

about his TJU experience.
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Long: Have you faced any challenges in learning and life at 

TJU? If so, how did you overcome them?

Timothy: Yes, many challenges in the beginning, such as 

the one-hour time difference between China and Indonesia, 

professors’ different teaching methods, unfamiliar topics in the 

intensive course contents, learning the Chinese language, and 

adapting to online learning at home. 

To overcome these challenges, I closely managed my schedule 

and my time and conducted self-study after each class to get 

better adjusted to the time change, learning method, teaching 

method and the language. I’ve managed this well and have 

now achieved a cumulative GPA of 4.0 at TJU. I study Chinese 

diligently, although I have long way to go, I can understand 

when Chinese is used in the class wechat groups and can 

also understand you perfectly. Studying online will continue 

to pose challenges in the future, but I believe I can cope with 

them very well!

learning experiences would be of the highest quality. Second, Tianjin University’s chemical 

engineering program is ranked A+, the highest level in the Ministry of Education of China’s 

evaluations. Finally, TJU also provides a variety of resources for international students. 

For example, the full scholarship covers all expenses, and there is even a special chemical 

engineering scholarship that suits my interest. 

That is how I came to know about Tianjin University and why I chose to study here. 

Li: How would you advise new students about 

major selection?

Timothy : First, you can check my social media 

page. There you’l l  see many videos of  me 

in discussion with other students and with 

successful alumni from different majors. Second, 

you should find a major that corresponds with 

your interests. Choosing a major is not as trivial as 

choosing a piece of fruit to eat. We have to study 

this major for several years and do not want to 

waste time on something unsuitable. So you have 

to really understand yourself and your experiences 

in relation to the major. 
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Please remember don’t let future earning and other such things get you far. Otherwise, 

you’ll ultimately find that it’s too late to change to what you should have been pursuing  

all along.

Li: The college entrance examination recently 

ended. What do you want to say to the students 

who plan to apply to TJU?

Timothy: To the incoming students at Tianjin 

University, you are on your way to one of the best 

universities in China. Tianjin University is ready 

to train and nurture us in engineering, science, 

education, languages, law, business, management, 

f inance and many other majors,  helping us 

graduate with a solid education and a variety of 

achievements.

You will not regret your choice of university as 

long as you are motivated, purposeful and have the desire to stay on top of your chosen 

major. When I was accepted by TJU, I received a full scholarship, and I have worked hard 

to maintain it. I have gotten to know many students and alumni and have learned of their 

achievements and successes while studying at TJU. I hope that you will be admitted to 

Tianjin University and realize great academic success.

If you want to know more about TJU, you can watch my videos on social media. 

(Instagram: @timothyjoseph5; Bilibili: 蒂莫西经理频道 ; Youtube: Timothy Joseph Hutagaol)
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Theme

Marine Environmental Protection

Participants

Students enrolled at universities in China and ASEAN countries

Application

Before November 7, please submit your work at https://marine.aitamen.cn

Requirements

Each submitted film should not exceed five minutes in length. Its content 

should match any of the 10 categories listed below. 

(1)

On the 2022 World Ocean Day, in order to stimulate the desire of young students in China 

and ASEAN countries to protect the marine environment, the ASEAN-China Smart Ocean 

Center (ACSOC) at Tianjin University launched the 3rd ASEAN-China “Learning about 

Ocean” Student Film Competition (2022-SFC). It is now accepting entries.

The 3rd ASEAN-China “Learning about Ocean” 
Student Film Competition

• Marine Carbon Neutral 

• Marine-Related Energy

• Marine Biodiversity 

• Extreme Weather Conditions 

• Marine Ecological Restoration

• Marine Microplastics 

• Other Marine-Related Pollution

• Marine Industry

• Guardians of the Ocean 

• Blue Silk Road: Stronger Connections Between You and Me
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Contribution Amount

A contribution amount (pre-tax) will be awarded to the top 3 films in each category:

One for 1st Place: RMB 5000

Two for 2nd Place: RMB 3000

Four for People’s Choice Award winners: special gift

(The above amounts are all listed in RMB and do not factor in the exchange rate. 

All listed amounts are pre-tax.)

Where appropriate, a number of 3rd Place honors will be awarded depending on 

the overall quality and quantity of submissions.

All participants will receive presents and certificates.

You are welcome to contact us at: tju_smartocean@163.com

All film content must be original, copyright-free or have received written 

permission for use, and properly documented. Otherwise, the participants 

will be disqualified.

Language: Chinese or English (Include English subtitles.)

Each participant may submit a maximum of three films from different 

categories.

ACSOC will own the copyright and have license to edit and use the 

submitted films without advanced notice.

ACSOC reserves the right to disqualify any film that does not meet the above 

eligibility requirements.

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)



22 ACNET-EngTech Newsletter Jun. 202222

The ASEAN-China Scholar Program is currently in its fifth year, having commenced in 

2018. Due to the pandemic’s effects on travel, the program utilizes virtual lectures and 

seminars to provide a feast of knowledge to faculty members and students without them 

having to take a long trip.

In the first half of 2022, the program featured 13 experts from the fields of international 

affairs and cutting edge research. 19 first-rate lectures were given by experts from 

Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore and Vietnam. Over 700 teachers and 

students attended and enjoyed the lectures.

2022 ASEAN-China Scholar Program

The ASEAN-China Scholar Program is currently accepting applications for the second half 

of 2022. We welcome qualified experts to apply and offer splendid lectures to ACNET-

EngTech member students! 
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Application Procedure

Participants should meet the following requirements:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Non-Chinese citizens from universities or embassies in ASEAN countries.

A minimum of 5 years of research experience, having acquired at least an 

associate professorship or other equal position at one’s home university.

High level of English proficiency. Good command of Chinese is a plus. 

Prior experience working or studying internationally is desirable.

Benefits for Participants

Tianjin University will provide the following:

- A certificate of honor for participating in the ASEAN–China Scholar Program

- Lecture and/or course fees (pre-tax): 3,000 RMB

Contact Information

For an application form and any questions regarding the program, 

please contact us before August 10:

Ms. HE Shengnan, Office of International Cooperation, Tianjin University

Email: acnet_engtech@tju.edu.cn

Tel: +86-22-85356058 / +86-13811877154
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The Faculty of Engineering at Chulalongkorn 

University, or Chula Engineering, the first 

engineering institute in the Kingdom of 

Thailand, was established by King Vajiravudh 

on June 1,  1913.  Since i ts  inception, 

Chula Engineering has cultivated a strong 

intellectual culture as its foundation, upon 

which a flourishing intellectual community 

has been nurtured. Our mission for the 

future is to create world-class engineers for 

an innovative society. Centrally located in 

downtown Bangkok, Chula Engineering’s 

campus is  within walking distance of 

Bangkok’s subway and sky train systems. 

O u t s t a n d i n g  s e r v i c e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s , 

including advanced research and teaching 

facilities, world-class athletic facilities, 

central and special libraries, IT connectivity 

and modern international housing, are all 

available to serve the community. Chula 

Engineering is a world-class comprehensive 

engineering school offering degrees in over 

20 engineering fields, ranging from the 

traditional to the cutting edge.

03 About 
Our Members 
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O v e r  4 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e  b e s t  m i n d s  f r o m 

e ve r y  c o r n e r  o f  Th a i l a n d  a n d  m a n y 

foreign countries are enrolled in Chula 

Engineering’s bachelor’s program and 

another 2,000 in its master’s and doctoral 

programs. Over 300 dedicated faculty 

members, most of whom hold doctoral 

degrees from world-renowned institutes, 

personally and passionately nourish the 

growth and progress of each individual 

student. With over 150 partners in 24 

countries, Chula Engineering engages in 

many international activities, including 

the exchange of  s tudents ,  s taf f  and 

faculty members, as well as international 

networks, symposiums and conferences, 

joint research collaborations, and double 

degree programs. Chula Engineering 

strongly emphasizes innovative education 

and innovative research and development. 

Chula Engineering’s innovative education 

curricula have been developed under the 

Chula Engineering Education 4.0 paradigm, 

which encompasses student development 

in 4 key areas (knowledge, personal skills, 

interpersonal skills, and design thinking) in 

order to ensure that Chula Engineering’s 

graduates are well equipped to be future 

leaders in industry and the society at 

large. With its outstanding performance 

and strong ties to industry partners, Chula 

Engineering attracts significant research 

funding from the government and private 

companies, including multinationals. 

Our research and development work has 

ensured the sustained development of 

Thailand’s economy and opened new 

frontiers in engineering. 
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Permanent Secretariat from 

ASEAN side

Mahidol University
Tel: +66 2441-0909

Fax: +66 2849-6099

E-mail: boonsit.yim@

mahidol.ac.th

Official Website:
http://acnet-engtech.tju.edu.cn/

Please scan the QR code to learn more 

about ACNET-EngTech

Permanent Secretariat from 

Chinese side

Tianjin University
Tel: +86-22-85356058

Fax: +86-22-27401819

E-mail: acnet_engtech@

tju.edu.cn


